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Preservation and Restoration of the Historical Zorzor Church in the Context
of the Baron Dam Project: Anastylosis Approach and Modern Technologies
in Emergency Cultural Heritage Protection

Hamid Amanollahi *!

Ebrahim Heydari’
Abstract
This research analyzes the technical, managerial, and strategic aspects of the
emergency rescue operation for the historical Zorzor Church, which faced complete
submergence during the filling of the Baron Dam in the years 1987-1988 (1366-
1367 SH). The primary objective is to evaluate the unique experience of
implementing the “anastylosis” method (dismantling and reassembling the church
stone by stone) under the severe technological limitations of the 1980s (Iranian
calendar), and to derive a generalizable model for future conflicts between
development and heritage conservation. The research methodology is descriptive-
analytical, based on archival studies, technical documents, and field reports.
Findings indicate that despite the absence of current digital tools, the remarkable
precision of manual 3D encoding, dual dry-stacking controls, and geotechnical
analysis resulted in the enduring preservation of over 92% of the original building
materials. This study underscores the significance of traditional knowledge and
indigenous engineering in addressing emergency heritage challenges, suggesting
that while modern technologies can enhance documentation and monitoring, the
lessons learned from this traditional project remain valuable for effectively
managing conflicts.
Keywords:
Zorzor Church, Baron Dam, Anastylosis, Emergency Preservation, Cultural
Heritage
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